
 

 

Class Blog:  Students as Contributors 
 

 

I prefer to have my students contribute to one class blog instead of each having their 

own.  This allows me to moderate everything they write. 

 

I'm assuming you have already set up a class blog using edublogs.org.  The following 

explains how to set up 15 students as contributors at a time – using a single gmail 

email address.  Repeat the process for as many contributors you need. 

 

 

1.  Get yourself a gmail account by visiting http://mail.google.com/mail/signup. 

 

 

2.  Login into your class blog and select Users/Blog and Users Creator: 

 

 
 

 

3. Click on "Advanced".  It will now say "Simple": 

 

 
 

 



 
 

4.  Scroll down and fill the details for your first student.  Leave the "Blog URL" and 

"Blog Titles" blank.  That way the students won't end up having their own blog.  

 

 
 

Notice the email field.  My gmail is nathantoft@gmail.com.  For each student, I added 

"+ alc#".  You can add whatever you want after the "+".  Here are what some of my 

email addresses look like: 

 

nathantoft+alc01@gmail.com   nathantoft+alc02@gmail.com 

nathantoft+alc03@gmail.com   nathantoft+alc04@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
5.  Once you've filled out the fields for your first 15 students, click "Create".  Repeat 

step 4 to finish off your class: 

 

 
 

6.  Click "Authors & Users": 

 

 
 



 
 

 

7.  Important: you will need to change your students' privileges to be "Contributors".  

Check off all of the students and select "Change Role to Contributor": 

 

 
 

 

8.  An easy way for students to login is to create a link taking them directly to the 

page where they can write a post.  Click on "Write" then copy the URL in the address 

bar of your browser: 

 

 
 

 

9.  Select "Link": 

 

  
 



 
 

10.  Paste in the URL in the "Web Address" field.  Fill in the other fields.  Click on 

"Save": 

 

 
 

 

11.  Make sure your "Links" (also known as your "BlogRoll") are set to appear in 

your blog.  Go to Design/Widgets to check.  Save any changes you make: 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

12.  Test if everything is working.  After logging out, visit your blog and click on the 

link you created to login as a student: 

 

 
 

 

13.  All going well, you'll see the following login screen: 

 

 



 
 

 

14.  After you login in as one of your student, you should be taken directly to a page 

where your students can write posts.  Notice the "Howdy, Student Name": 

 

 
 

 

15.  Once a student has written a post, have them click "Submit for Review".  This 

sends it to your account where you can decide if it is worthy of publication. 

 

 

 
 


